Barefoot Books

An interview with co-founder Tessa Strickland

You need look no further than
Barefoot's mission stalement 1o find
out why their baaoks are o special:
“Explore. Imagine. Greate, Connect.
Give Back. Thal's whal Barelood
Books is all aboul. s explonng ciher
cultures, our planat, ourselves, It's
maaking tima for make-baleve and
letting imeginations nun wilkd and frea,
Most of all, It's about usng the power
of storkes to nourish the creative spark
in evergone and strengthen
connactions with family, the global
community, and the sarth.”

Abriys full of cobour, Culture and
gloncus artwork, Barafoot's books
often support thair storytelling with
tactual sections about the differant
witys peaple lve: really anlighlening
for Curious minds.

What wene your aims and

inspirations when you first set up
Barefool Books?

My aim B a constant: 13 infroeduce
childran to art and story In a way
which supports thelr imaginative
devalopment, halps tham to
empathisa with others, mspects thair
natural good taste and instils in them
an understanding of the world as a
richly complex, diverss, fascinating
and beautiful place,

bty firsk ingpiration was my tather's
collection of Gramm’s Faly Tehas, which
| was absodbed by as a chiid. Then,
whien | was a younsg editor at Penguin, |
rmad the psychiatrs! Bruno Baltelheim's
classic study, The Lises of Enchanirment:
The Meaning and Impoviance of Fairy
Take®. This account of tha vital role of
{airy-tale anchetypes in helping
childnen get a purchase on life was a
magar influance on my thought, As a
young parent, | began wondering what
| coukd best offer the naxt generation,
incheding rmy own children = what
values | wanted to pass on. | saw a
moed and sat out to respond to it.

Tell us about Barefoot's
parinerships with organisations
promaling global conservation.

Baretool is committed to honouring
diversity in every sanse of the wond:

B Juno

eeonomis diversty, cullural diversity,
seological diversity. The predicarment
ol owr much-abussd planst is a
constant concarn to me. but | think its
important not o put responsidity Tor
thair alders’ emors on the shoulders of
the young generation, Howseer, it
saems a ood idea to collaborate
whanavar we can with the right
organisations o ralse awareness of
critically imporiant issues; 50 we work
closely with charites such as Cxfam,
Mew Intarnationalist and Plan UK, as
wall as other, smaller crganisations.

Many of your books have audio CDs
to accompany them. Can you tell
m a bit more about how you see
the relationship between books and
the apaken word as well &8 rusie?

Cine of the fascinating aspecis of the
apaken wonrd, and the wond on the
page, is its rrusicality, Chidren hava, |
think, a natural sense of rhythm and
misas and I ke 1o work with authors
who recognisa this. Marry of Baretoot's
authors are prolessional storytaliers,
and | think thea comes thaough in the
writing. The audie Cls were a natural
exfension {o cur piciure books a5 they
anabda children to listen and read at
the same time.

What projects for the near future
are you most axcited about at
the moment?

I am vory mxcied 10 be pubiishing a
breathtakingly beautiful new stony by
Carol Ann Duffy called The Gift next
auturnn. We'we just published our first
cookbook for children. It's actually a
deck of large, practical cards calle
Kids" Kilcher, ks creakon Fiona Bind, =
passionate ahout teaching childen a
proper understanding of nutriion, using
sErumeYy recipes that they can easly
make. This sprimg will sea another
deck, Kids" Gargan, which i full of
imaginative and fun things Tor childen
o o with plants, inssde and oul. @
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Juno selection

Walk with Ma! by Shalla
Blackstone, fustrated by
Caroiing Mockford,
£5.98, T-4

A baautiful lift-the-flap
book Tar thi vy yousng
featuring children and animals
from around the world,

We all Went on Safari: 74
A Counting Journey
thraugh Tanzania
by Laune Krebs,
Wustrated by Julis
Caima, £9.99, 4-10

Learn fo count (in Englich and in
Swahilil) by spatting wildide wih
Tanzanian chikdman.

My Daddy is a Pretzel:
Yoga for Parents and
Kida by Baron Baptizha,
ilystratad by Sophie
Fefus, 05.93, & ages

& fun way to bring tha
ancient wisdom of yoga
o ke, Complate with
illustrations and instnuctions
for nine different posas.

Grandmothers' Stories
rafold by Burkaigh
M, illustrated by
Sifin Baley, ndavmilid

by Qiyrmypis Derkakis,
£9.39 7+

Eight stories from arcund th
workd, each with a wise woman
al s core.



